Producer Steven Spielberg and Director
Rob Marshall (CHICAGO) have cast
Massachusetts' actress Zoé Weizenbaum in
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA, shooting this fall
in Japan. Carlisle, Mass Filmmaker Gabrielle
Savage Dockterman (see feature next issue)
introduced the |2-year-old to motion
pictures a year ago when she cast her
opposite Danny Glover in her film,
WOODCUTTER. Peter Berkrot (of Essex,
MA) helped Dockterman discover the
spunky young actress from western
Massachusetts, who was not even looking
for film roles at the time. Prior to
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WOODCUTTER, Miss Weizenbaum had
only done three community plays, and
had to forfeit the role of the Mayor of
Munchkin City in a local production of
"The Wizard of Oz" stage play in order
to take on the film role.

"I'm thrilled, and not surprised,"
Dockterman told IMAGINE. "Zoé was

a natural, extremely smart and uniquely
talented. The cast and crew loved her."
Dockterman makes her feature film
directorial debut with WOODCUTTER.
She has just wrapped postproduction for
the film. In addition to Danny Glover, the
cast includes Ron Perlman (HELLBOY,
BLADE II, ALIEN: RESURRECTION), Linda
Hamilton (THE TERMINATOR,
TERMINATOR 2, BEAUTY AND THE
BEAST), and David Strathairn
(L.A.CONFIDENTIAL, DOLORES
CLAIBORNE, THE RIVER WILD). Glover
plays a reclusive Vietnam vet whose life is
turned upside down by the presence of a
young girl (Weizenbaum), the half-
Vietnamese daughter of a former platoon
member (Strathairn). WOODCUTTER was
written by Dockterman, Ken Miller (of
Washington state), and Nancy L. Babine
(also of Carlisle, MA). It was edited by
Peter V.White (of Hollis, NH). Emmy-
nominated Sheldon Mirowitz of Boston's
Verité Music composed the musical score.

In MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA, Miss
Weizenbaum will play the role of young
"Pumpkin." Also starring are Ziyi Zhang and
Michelle Yeoh, both of CROUCHING
TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON fame and
Oscar-nominated Ken Watanabe (THE
LAST SAMURAI).The screenplay was
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In MEMOQIRS OF A GEISHA, Zoé Weizenbaum will

play the role of young "Pumpkin." Also starring are

Ziyi Zhang (CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON;
HERO), Michelle Yeoh (CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN
DRAGON; TOMORROW NEVER DIES) and Oscar-
nominated Ken Watanabe (THE LAST SAMURAI).
Photo by Carole Segal.

written by Oscar winner Akiva Goldsman
(A BEAUTIFUL MIND, | ROBOT, BATMAN
AND ROBIN), adapted from the best-
selling novel by Arthur Golden. How about
that for your second role in a motion picture?




