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THE WOODCUTTER

Gabrielle Savage Dockterman's first fea-
ture, The Woodcutter, stars Danny Glover as a
haunted Vietnam veteran living alone in the
Pacific Northwest woods until a war buddy
(David Strathairn) shows up and leaves him
with his 10-year-old daughter. “I liked the
idea of a man who had never reintegrated
into society after the war being transformed
by the love of a child,” Dockterman says.
“It’s powerfully moving with some surprises
that will get people talking.” She found Ken
Miller’s script through an online writers’
forum and developed it with him and writer
Nancy L. Babine.

Dockterman graduated from Harvard
University in 1983 with an engineering degree
and then spent 15 years creating interactive
educational media. “I never considered film as
an occupation,” she says, “but we were devel-
oping cutting-edge software and, as the tech-
nology progressed, we shot actors and used
story to engage viewers. Without realizing it, 1
was learning film.” Woodcutter was jump-started when Dockterman went to Sundance and
met producers Isen Robbins and Aimee Schoof (Brother to Brother). “They introduced me to
[casting director] Adrienne Stern, and she got it to Danny’s agent. He was our first choice, and
he said yes as soon as he read the script.” Linda Hamilton (The Terminator) and Ron Perlman
(Hellboy) co-star with 12-year-old Zoé Weizenbaum in her debut.

The 35mm Woodcutter shot for five weeks in the Vancouver woods with Ken Kelsch (Big Night)
as d.p. and moved to Washington, D.C,, for the film’s final scene at the Vietnam War memorial.
Emmy nominee Sheldon Mirowitz is composing an original score.

Contact: Isen Robbins at isen1@hotmail.com
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The Woodcutter.
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